
Portfolio website – Worth 15% of Total Grade

Student Portfolio Site Parameters
The purpose of the portfolio site is to present your qualifications. As with a resume, this should be the final determinant of 
what, or what not to include. For example, what you look like is not relevant to your qualifications. But posting a picture of 
yourself gives the potential employer or client permission to make a qualitative judgment based on your looks. 

The site should represent the student as an independent thinker, designer and problem solver, and above all as a professional. 
As with any business site, it should reflect the individual brand. Therefore, it reasonable to expect that it will not look like it was 
created using a standardized template or “look”. If it represents a designer, it needs to look like it was created by one.

Guidelines
A professional design portfolio is about design. It is not about illustration, photography or fine art. If you have interest in areas 
like these, that’s fine, but put it on a separate site. Likewise, reference to yourself should be about professional qualifications, 
not about personal lifestyle, quirks, likes and dislikes. This is not social media.

In creating links to portfolio images, it is usually more e�ective to group them in categories than to put them all in one 
navigation menu as individual choices. For example, categories could include: Publication Design, Branding and Identity 
Advertising, Interactive, Packaging, Complete Campaigns. There may be exceptions and overlap among categories.

All images should be captioned with the minimum information necessary to communicate the nature of what is being 
presented. If the picture is an ad, but the type is too small to read in the picture, the advertising copy could be repeated as part 
of the caption.

Images should be as large as necessary for the user to gain a good understanding of the design.

Avoid pre-existing “mockups”. They are overused, easily identifiable and tend to imply a quick and easy—as opposed to 
thoughtful and original—means of displaying work. Take your own photos and environmental setups.

Include a downloadable link to a high-quality print.pdf version of a resume, even if it is incorporated into the site.

Only include links to social media if there is nothing there that you do not want a potential employer to see or know. 

All sites needs to be responsive, so it can be presented on phone, iPad and all devices.

Always include a copyright statement on the website. 

When leaving contact information, make sure to make email address a hyperlink, so users click to send an email. It is not 
recommended to include home address on the resume and portfolio site.

It is not recommended to rank or provide percetage on skill levels.

Don’t include high school experience unless it is achievement that worth mentioning.
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