
Preparing web graphics

When you use images on a website, they must be 
“compressed” or “optimized” for web use. This 
process removes data and lowers the image’s file 
size so that the website doesn’t take too long to 
load in a web browser.

Always keep a working folder of your original 
images! (preferably PSD, EPS or TIFF) Once you 
compress, you can’t retrieve the lost data.



File formats for the web

There are 3 basic file types for web graphics:

JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group)
GIF (Graphics Interchange Format)
PNG (Portable Network Graphics)

Each is suited to a specific type of image. Matching your image 
to the correct format should result in a small, fast-loading 
graphic. When choosing the format for your image, you should 
always be conscious of both the image’s quality and file size.



When to use JPEG

The JPEG (JPG) format was designed with 
photographs in mind.

It is capable of displaying millions of colors at 
once, without the need for dithering, allowing 
for the complex blend of hues that occur in 
photographic images.



When to use JPEG

The JPEG (JPG) format uses lossy compression. 
This means that some image data is lost during file 
compression. 

All web images must be compressed or 
“optimized”, and JPEG is the best file format 
choice for photographs or images that show a 
wide range of hues.
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Saving for Web in PS



JPEG is best for photographs: good quality and low file size
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When to use GIF

The GIF format was designed for line art, small 
icons, simple diagrams and illustrations, or 
graphics with large blocks of a single color.
GIFs can show a maximum of 256 colors and can 
be transparent.

The format is loss-less, meaning it does not get 
blurry or messy. This makes GIF unsuitable for 
photographic images that require blends of hues.



When to use PNG

The PNG format was designed as a superior 
replacement for GIF.
PNG-8: similar to GIF format, maximum of 256 
colors and supports transparency. Smaller file size 
than GIF.
PNG-24: similar to JPEG format, 24 bit color 
support. Much larger file size than JPEG, but 
supports transparency.



PNG-8 for line art: same quality as GIF but lower file size
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